^MENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: -= 
transmitting data on a first virtual circuit in a networ k along one connection of a 
plurality of connections established in said first virtual circuit ; 

receiving a message on a second virtual circuit in said network, said message 
signaling a possible failure detected in said network; and 

switching transmission of said data transmitted o nf rom said first virtual circuit to 
said second virtual circuit within a predetermined period of time i n response to the 
message unless a predetermined gap in transmission of said data along said one 
connection is detected . ... 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said network is an Internet 
Protocol (IP) network. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said network is an 
Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) network. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein receiving said message 
further comprises monitoring said first virtual circuit and said second virtual circuit. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said data is 
transmitted along one connection of a plurality of connections established in said first 
virtual circui ta re voice packets of a voice call and said predetermined gap is a result of a 
silent period in said call . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein a 
predetermined bandwidth to support said plurality of connections is assigned to said 
first virtual circuit and said second virtual circuit. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim i5, wherein said 
predetermined period of time is 500 millisoconds s witching occurs such that said call is 
not dropped . 
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8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein said switching 
said data f urther comprises transmitting sakklata related to said one connection on said 
second virtual circuit. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein sakLswitching 
said data i s performed for said ono connectio n on an individual connection-by- 
connection basis, so that others of said plurality of connections in said first virtual circuit 
that are not affected are not switched. 



10. (Canceled). 



c 

Vl. (Currently Amended) The method accordmg to claim 5, wherein receiving said 
message further comprises: 
^ detecting a predetermined gap in transmission of said data along said one 

connection; 

transmitting a data packet signaling said predetermined gap; and 
discarding said message without switching said data A method comprising: 
transmitting data on a first virtual circuit in a network along one connection of a 
plurality of connections established in said first virtual circuit: 
receiving a message on a second virtual circuit in said network, said messag e 
signaling a possible failure detected in said network: and 

switching transmission of said data from said first virtual circuit to said second 
virtual circuit unless a predetermined gap in transmission of said data along said one 
connection is detected in which case a data packet signaling said predetermined gap is 
transmitted on the first virtual circuit . 

yi. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein said switching 
said data f urther comprises: 

canceling transmission of said data along said one connection in said first virtual 

circuit; 

establishing a second connection in said second virtual circuit; and 
transmitting said data along said second connection in said second virtual circuit. 
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(Currently Amended) The method according to claim 5, wherein receiving said 
message further comprises: 

completing transmission of said data along said one connection; and 
discarding said message without switching said data A method comp rising: 
transmitting data on a first virtual circuit in a network along one connection of a 
plurality of connections established in said first virtual circuit: 
receiving a message on a second virtual circuit in said network, said message 
si gnaling a possible failure detected in said network: and 

switching transmission of said data from said first virtual circuit to said second 
virtual circuit unless transmission of said data along said one connection is complete in 
which case the message is discarded . 

o. 

(Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein said one 



connection is a Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) connection. 

(Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein said 
connection is a Voice over Asynchronous Transfer Mode (VoATM) connection. 



one 



(Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
receiving data on a first virtual circuit in a network; 
transmitting a message on a second virtual circuit and said first virtual circuit in 
said network, if said data is not received for a predetermined period of time; and 
receiving said data on said second virtual circuit in said nctworl cA method 
suitable for re-routing the flow of data packets in the event of a network failure, 
comprising : 

providing first and second virtual circuits that connect a pair of end nodes in a 
network, wherein a connection between the end nodes can be established through 
either virtual circuit; and then 

receiving data packets on the first virtual circuit at one of the end nodes: and 

then 

transmitting on the first and second virtual circuits by said one of the end nodes 
messages to the other end node, in response to not having received a data packet for a 
predetermined period of time: and then 
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receiving on the second virtual circuit at said one of the end nodes data packets 
of said connection . 

yL (Original) The method according to claim^/wherein said network is an 
Internet Protocol (IP) network. ^ 
11 & 

yilC (Original) The method according to claim y>, wherein said network is an 
Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) network. 

if 

(Currently Amended) The method according to claim further comprising: 
monitoring said first virtual circuit and said second virtual circuit at said one of 
the end nodes for a second predetermined period of time after transmitting said 
messag es; and 

transmitting said mossago on the first and second virtual circuits by said one of 
the end nodes messages to the other end node, if said-^data kv -packet of said 
connection is not received during said second predetermined period of time. 

/ 20. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim yS, wherein said 
predetermined period of time is 50 milliscconds s elected so that said one of the end 
nodes does not interpret a short interruption in data packet flow as a network failure . 

(Currently Amended) The method according to claim^, wherein said second 
predetermined period of time is §99 -250 milliseconds. 

(Original) The method according to claim ^J^further comprising monitoring said 
first virtual circuit and said second virtual circuit for said predetermined period of time. 

^ ' 

is established on said first virtual circuit. 

2^. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim yf, wherein said data is 
packets are received along one connection of a s aid connection being one of said 
plurality of connections established in said first virtual circuit. 



(Original) The method according to claim yS, wherein a plurality of connections 
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JK (Currently Amended) The method according to claim ^£ wherein transmitting 
said message further comprisos f urther comprising monitoring said connection for said 
predetermined period of time. 

2£: (Currently Amended) The method according to claim ^4, wherein transmitting 
said message further comprisos f urther comprising detecting a failure on said <ene 
connection in said first virtual circuit. 

27: (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 26, wherein said detecting 
is performed subsequent to receiving a first data packet of said data a n initial one of the 
data packets along said ene-connection. 

(Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2^wherein said 
monitoring is performed subsequent to receiving a first data packet of said dataa n 
initial one of the data packets on said first virtual circuit. 

Iff. (Original) The method according to claim 23/ wherein a predetermined 
bandwidth to support said plurality of connections is assigned to said first virtual circuit 
and said second virtual circuit. 

pv. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2£ wherein said -arte 
connection is a Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) connection. 

%±. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim yf, wherein said one 
connection is a Voice over Asynchronous Transfer Mode (VoATM) connection. 

(Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

means for transmitting data for a voice call o n a first virtual circuit in a network; 

means for receiving a message on a second virtual circuit in said network, said 
message signaling a possible failure detected in said network; and 

means for switching said -transmission of data transmitted o nf or said voice call 
from said first virtual circuit to said second virtual circuit within a predetermined period 
ef4im eunless a gap in transmission of said data is determined to be due to a silent 
period in said voice call . 
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^3. (Original) The apparatus according to claim,32, wherein said means for receiving 
further comprises means for monitoring said first virtual circuit and said second virtual 
circuit. 

$4. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving data for a voice call on a first virtual circuit in a network; 

means for transmitting a message on a second virtual circuit and said first virtual 
circuit in said network, if said data is not received for a predetermined period of time 
selected so that transmission of data can be switched from the first virtual circuit to the 
second virtual circuit without the voice call being dropped ; and 
/ means for receiving said data on said second virtual circuit in said network. 

(Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim J3^further comprising: 
means for monitoring said first virtual circuit and said second virtual circuit for a 

second predetermined period of time; and 

means for transmitting said message if said data ia-|s not received during said 

second predetermined period of time. 

3^; (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium having instructions which, 
when executed by a processing system, cause the system to: 

transmit data for a voice call on a first virtual circuit in a network; 

receive a message on a second virtual circuit in said network, said message 
signaling a possible failure detected in said network; and 

switch said data transmitted o nt ransmission of said data from said first virtual 
circuit to said second virtual circuit within a predetermined period of timo u nless 
transmission of data for said voice call is complete in which case the message is 
discarded . 

37. (Original) The medium of claim wherein the executed instructions further 
cause the system to: 

receive said message by monitoring said first virtual circuit and said second 
virtual circuit. 
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^ (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium having instructions which, 

when executed by a processing system, cause the system to: 

receive data packets of a connection o n a first virtual circuit in a network; and 
then 

transmit a message on a second virtual circuit and said first virtual circuit in said 
network, if said data is no ti n response to a data packet of the connection not having 
been received for a predetermined period of time; and then 

receive said data packets of the connection o n said second virtual circuit in said 
network. 

V 

(Currently Amended) The medium of claim wherein the executed 
instructions further cause the system to: 

monitor said first virtual circuit and said second virtual circuit for a second 
predetermined period of time after transmitting said messag e: and 

transmit said message if said data i na gain if a data packet of the connection is not 
received during said second predetermined period of time. 
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